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A Study on Silas Marner : Angel in the House and New Women
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---the vision of his future life seemed to
him as a promised land for which he had
no cause to fight. He saw himself with all
his happiness centered on his own hearth,
while Nancy would smile on him as he
played with the children.
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“ --T've no opinion o the men,:- And as
for fretting and stewing about what they’ll
think of you from morning till night, and
making your life uneasy about what they’
re doing when they're out o your sight
—it's a folly no woman need be guilty
of, if she’s got a good father and a good
home : let her leave it to them as have
got no fortin, and can’t help themselves---
I know it isn’t pleasant, when you've been
used to living in a big way, and managing
hogsheads and all that, to go and put
your nose in by somebody else’s fireside,
or to sit down by yourself to a scrag or a
knuckle ; "
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Perfect love has a breath of poetry
which can exalt the relations of the least-
instructed human being ; and this breath
of poetry had surrounded Eppie from
the time when she had followed the
bright gleam that beckoned her to Silas’s
hearth :
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“I wasn't brought up to be a lady, and
I can’t turn my mind to it. I like the
working-folks, and their victuals, and their
ways. And,” she ended passionately, while
the tears fell, Tm promised to marry a
working-man, as ‘Il live with father, and
help me to take care of him.’
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